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A four-nation tour of southern Europe, from 
Milan along the Mediterranean coast to Lisbon

With Victor Davis Hanson May 23 - June 3, 2013



Dear Friend and Traveler,

Classicist Bruce Thornton 
(CSU Fresno/Hoover 
Institution) and Political 
Scientist Ken Jowitt (UC 
Berkeley/Hoover Institution) 
are distinguished students 
of  European history and 
culture, modern and ancient, 
Western and Eastern. They 
are accomplished public 
lecturers and published 
scholars. I have asked these 

two once again to offer lectures during our four-nation tour of  
southern Europe, from Milan along the Mediterranean coast 
to Lisbon, with a historical survey of  the great cities marked 
by both onsite and more formal lectures about the culture, 
literature, and military history of  northern Italy, southern 
France, eastern Spain, and Portugal-especially the coastal battles 
of  the continent that have changed the course of  Western 
Civilization - from the expansion of, and subsequent wars with 
Islam in the Iberian peninsula, to the religious conflicts of  early 
Europe to the fighting in the Mediterranean during World War 
II and the current chaos in southern Europe.

Our formal evening and luncheon lectures include ten 
addresses that range widely in content and chronology-
Gaul and Hispania in the Roman Empire, The Renaissance 
in Northern Italy, Galley Warfare on the Mediterranean, 
Reformation and Reaction in France, the Reconquista, 
Fortress Gibraltar, The Spanish Civil War, Axis, Neutrals 
and Allies in World War II, the EU and the Collapse of  the 
Southern European Economies, and Immigration, Islam, and 
Mediterranean Europe.

As was true of  our past six scholarly tours, our trip organizer, 
Al Philipp, has ensured that our visit will be enhanced by 
luxurious cruise accommodations while on the Mediterranean, 
and at top hotels and restaurants in Milan and Lisbon. Once 
more, Al and I invite you to join us, and in the manner of  our 
prior six visits to the battlefields of  Western Europe, and the 
vanquished civilizations of  Italy, Sicily, Crete, Greece, and the 
Tyrrhenian Sea-we look forward to conversations with you 
during meals and our joint talks about the great moments - and 
daily visits to the great scenes - of  European history along the 
Mediterranean coast of  Europe, from Italy to Portugal.

Sincerely,

Victor Davis Hanson

Victor Davis Hanson
A letter from the desk of... Speakers

Victor Davis Hanson is the Martin and Illie 
Anderson Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution.

Hanson was a National Endowment for the 
Humanities fellow at the Center for Advanced 
Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 
California (1992-93), a visiting professor of  classics 
at Stanford University (1991-92), and alumnus of  the 

Ken Jowitt is the Pres and Maurine Hotchkis Senior 
Fellow at the Hoover Institution and the Robson 
Professor of  Political Science at the University of  
California, Berkeley. 

Jowitt specializes in the study of  comparative politics, 
American foreign policy, and post communist 
countries. He is particularly  interested in studying 

Bruce S. Thornton is a W. Glenn Cambell and Rita 
Ricardo-Cambell national fellow, 2009-10, 2010-11.

Bruce S. Thornton,  a research fellow at the Hoover 
Institution, grew up on a cattle ranch in Fresno 
County, California. He received his BA in Latin from 
the University of  California, Los Angeles, in 1975, as 
well as his PhD in comparative literature-Greek, Latin, 

year of  the University of  California, Santa Cruz (2002). 

Hanson is the author of  some 170 articles, book reviews, and 
newspaper editorials on Greek, agrarian, and military history and 
essays on contemporary culture. He has written or edited twenty 
books, including Father of  Us All: War and History, Ancient and Modern 
(2010); Makers of  Ancient Strategy: from the Persian Wars to the Fall of  Rome 
(ed.) (2010); Warfare and Agriculture in Classical Greece (1983; paperback 
ed., University of  California Press, 1998); Carnage and Culture 
(Doubleday, 2001); A War Like No Other (Random House 2005).

types of  anti-Western ideologies that might appear in the near future 
and, in that context, is working on Frontiers, Barricades and Boundaries, a 
book dealing with the changes in international political geography and 
the challenges to American and Western institutions.

In 1997 he delivered the presidential address and Whitman College. In 
1998 Jowitt delivered the Princeton Lectures, and was the Jean Monnet 
Visiting Scholar at the European University in Florence. He has spoken 
at the Commonwealth Club, the World Presidents Organization, and 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. In addition he appears occasionally 
on the CNBC program Hardball. 

and English-in 1983. Thornton is currently a professor of  classics 
and humanities at California State University, Fresno. He is the author 
of  nine books on a variety of  topics, including Greek Ways: How the 
Greeks Created Western Civilization; Searching for Joaquin: Myth, Murieta, and 
History of  California; with Victor Davis Hanson, Bonfire of  the Humanities: 
Rescuing the Classics in and Impoverished Age; and Decline and Fall: Europe’s 
Slow Motion Suicide. His numerous essays and reviews on Greek culture 
and civilization and their influence on Western Civilization, as well as 
on other contemporary political and educational issues, have appeared 
in both scholarly journals and magazines such as the New Criterion, 
Commentary, National Review, the Weekly Standard, and the Claremont 
Review of  Books. He has also appeared on television on the History 
Channel and ABC’s Politically Incorrect. He latest book, published in 
March 2011, is titled The Wages of  Appeasement: Ancient Athens, Munich, 
and Obama’s America.

Thursday, May 23
Depart the USA on individual flights for Milan, Italy

Friday, May 24
Arrive at Milan airport and transfer to the five-star Grand Hotel 
et de Milan. Meet your traveling companions and hosts at the 
welcoming reception and dinner.

Saturday, May 25
After breakfast, embark on a breathtaking journey into the life of  
Leonardi Da Vinci as we visit hismasterpiece, The Last Supper. 
On our tour, we will walk through the glamorous Galleria Vittorio 
Emanuele shopping gallery and the medieval Sforza Castle. Next, 
we will tour the breathtaking Duomo, one of  the world’s largest, 
most striking Gothic cathedrals with its 135 spires and 3,200 
marble statues and the fabulous La Scala, one of  the world’s best 
known opera houses.

Sunday, May 26
This morning, enjoy a visit to the ancient Roman town of  Sirmione 
on Lake Garda. The tip of  the peninsula became the place to live 
for wealthy Veronese families during the 1st century B.C., one 
of  these being the Valeri family. From this family came the poet 
Catullo who, through his poems, sang of  the beauty of  Sirmione. 
At the end of  the 1st century B.C., one of  the greatest Roman 
villas was built in the city known as “Catullo’s Cave”. Sirmione 
is located at a strategic location between the plains and the south 
side of  the lake where it was the border line between the Scaligero 
family land and the territory of  the Venetian Republic.

Monday, May 27
Our drive from Milan takes as to breathtaking Monte Carlo. 
The tiny principality of  Monaco, a sovereign state of  just under 
one square mile, boasts some of  the planet’s most expensive 
real estate, and the world’s most prestigious casino. Facing the 
sea, and engulfed on the other three sides by France, it has been 
the domain of  the Grimaldi dynasty since the 14th century, and 
enjoys the same glamorous reputation as the rest of  the Riviera. 
Afternoon transfer to Nice and embark on the luxurious Azamara 
Quest for our seven-night Mediterranean cruise.

Agenda... 
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Tuesday, May 28
Our first port of  call is  Spain’s second largest city. Barcelona, a 
city with a turbulent history starting in the 4th century B.C. when 
the Greeks and Phoenicians first inhabited the area. The Romans 
conquered and remained in occupation until the 5th century A.D. 
followed in 711 by the Moors. Independence was gained in the 
latter part of  the 9th century and Catalonia underwent a period 
of  growth and development. Wealth was reflected in the building 
of  magnificent churches and the creation of  great works of  art. 
The Civil War followed and General Franco banned the use of  the 
Catalonian language, as Catalonia came under Spanish rule. It is 
only since the crowning of  King Juan Carlos I that the Catalonian 
language and culture has again been allowed to flourish and 
regional autonomy granted. In the evening feel the passion of  the  
Flamenco at Barcelona’s legendary Tablao Cordobes, where some 
of  the greatest names in Flamenco have performed. Entertained by 
an internationally renowned Flamenco group, you’ll discover why 
the traditional dance of  Spain is so popular.
Wednesday, May 29

Our tour of  Barcelona’s Barri Gòtic, the old Gothic Quarter, starts 
at the ancient heart of  Barcelona - dating back 2000 years to the 
Roman colony of  Barcino. Discover Barcelona’s development 
from a tiny Roman colony into a wealthy medieval seafarer’s and 
merchant’s city. Strategically placed on a small hill overlooking the 
surrounding plains, the Roman temple marked the center of  the first 
lasting settlement. Throughout the centuries, this area saw major 
change telling the rise and fall of  the ruling empires until more than 
500 years ago when the Gothic Quarter’s face was shaped to what 
you see today. We visit the life’s work of  Barcelona’s favorite son, 
Antoni Gaudí, as his magnificent spires of  the unfinished cathedral 
imprint themselves boldly against the sky with outlines inspired by 
the holy mountain Montserrat.

Agenda... 
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For more information and reservations,
 please contact:

All Aboard Travel  •  www.vdh2013.com
Or e-mail Al Philipp at aatcorp@comcast.net

All Aboard Travel

10 South Howell Street Hillsdale, MI 49242
Tel: +1 800 968-8747  •  Fax: +1 517 292-2451

Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. E.S.T.

Thursday, May 30
Founded by the Romans, Valencia has been the home of  many 
cultures thoughout its history: Romans, Visigoths, Moors and 
the Aragonese. Valencia will amaze you with its stunning, 
old town center, gorgeous buildings, historic sights, squares, 
gardens, museums and charming little streets. The historic 
center bears the marks of  2000 years in a spectacular mix of  
Roman, Muslim and Christian traditions.

Friday, May 31
In 711 A.D. Moors from North Africa conquered most of  
the Iberian Peninsula, and retained portions of  the land for 
800 years. Granada was the last stronghold and a symbol 
of  economic, cultural, and artistic prosperity until it too 
was overcome in 1492. The city’s glory is embodied in the 
magnificent Alhambra, a compound of  palaces and gardens 
that is a masterpiece of  Moorish style. It appears that a primary 
goal of  the architects was to cover every square inch with 
decoration. As Islam bans the representation of  figures of  
any kind, the decorative elements are made up of  complex, 
detailed, and intertwining, geometric and floral images, and 
Arabic script.

Saturday, June 1
The great Rock of  Gibraltar is a sight to behold, towering 1,400 
feet above the mouth of  the Mediterranean Sea and surrounded 
by beautiful countryside. Home to the semi-wild and curiously 
tailless Barbary Apes, and St. Michael’s cave - long believed to 
be bottomless - Gibraltar is the only link between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. In 711  A.D., Gibraltar was 
captured by a Moorish Chief  known as Tarik Ibn Zeyad, and 

it became known as Gibel Tarik (Tarik’s Mountain), from which the 
name Gibraltar was derived. In 1462, the Moors were conquered and 
this began a period of  Spanish rule, which lasted for 242 years. During 
the Wars of  the Spanish Succession, the British and the Dutch landed 
on Gibraltar and seized control. In 1713, nine years later, under the 
Treaty of  Utrecht, Gibraltar became a British colony, and has remained 
so ever since.

Sunday, June 2
Lisbon, the capital of  Portugal, is situated on a range of  low hills at 
the estuary of  the River Tagus and is approximately six miles from the 
Atlantic Ocean. It is both the western-most and oldest capital city of  
Europe, with a population of  just over one million inhabitants. Our 
cruise ship will enter the River Tagus from the Atlantic following the 
course of  Portuguese master navigators as well as that of  Christopher 
Columbus. Lisbon’s magnificent harbor made it a logicaltrading port 
as far back as the Phoenicians, as well as a departure point for 15th 
century voyages sponsored by Prince Henry the Navigator, patron of  
Portuguese explorers. The city is rich in architecture, from Romanesque 
and Gothic to Post Modern, and is crisscrossed by monument-studded 
grand boulevards. In 1147, as part of  the Reconquista, crusader knights, 
led by Afonso I of  Portugal, besieged and reconquered Lisbon. The 
city, with around 154,000 residents at the time, was returned to Christian 
rule. During World War II, Lisbon was one of  the very few neutral, 
open European Atlantic ports, a major gateway for refugees to the U.S., 
and a haven for spies. More than 100,000 refugees were able to flee Nazi 
Germany via Lisbon. Enjoy our farewell dinner.

Monday, June 3
Transfer to Lisbon airport for individual flights back to the United 
States.

Daily breakfast, seven lunches, and eight dinners are included as well as all 
excursions and nine lectures as listed in the itinerary. Additional nights at the hotel 
are available before and after the tour.
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